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Confucianism ministers to the moral man.
Taoism deals chiefly with the problems of the
spirit forces which play upon the present life of
men, while Buddhism makes vivid the future
life and thus appeals to the religious sense, to
the imagination and to devotion. Confucianism
deals with the visible present, Taoism with the
invisible present, and Buddhism with the in-
visible future. In the popular mind heaven and
hell have been assigned to Buddhism, the
intangible relationships with the powers of
darkness to Taoism, and the tangible relation-
ships with fellowmen to Confucianism. The last
has given the Chinese people their moral ideals ;
Taoism created and fostered their superstitions
and fear of spirits, while Buddhism has fed
their aspirations for immortality.

V

The average Chinese student to-day is left
with but little vital religion in the present age
of transition. The works of Darwin, Huxley
and Spencer from the West, and the influence of
Japanese materialism, help to break down the
little religious life that the student possesses.
He is left, however, as the result of his home
training, with a moral consciousness created by
Confucianism, and with hopes and fears and